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Report Highlights: As of January 2003, Bosnia-Herzegovina has a new import
regime for live animals, animal genetics, seeds, planting material, and pesticides. 
Under the new rules, the national level Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations (MOFTER) issues the final import permits. Previously, import permits
were issued by an ‘entity’ ministry of agriculture. The result is that the import
process is encumbered by yet another layer of bureaucracy.
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1Under  the 1995 Dayton Peace Agreement, Bosnia Herzegovina (BiH) is divided into two Entities: the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (F BiH) and Republika Srpska (RS). Each Entity has its
Ministry of Agriculture. Understanding this dual governmental structure is important to doing business in the country.

UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

In January 2003, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) a new regime for import of live animals animal genetics, seeds, planting material and pesticides
was implemented (Decision on Classification of Commodities to Export and Import Regimes, BiH Official Gazette # 40/02 and Directions for
Issuing of Import Licenses, BiH Official Gazette # 41/02).

Previously, import licenses were issued by the Entities1 Ministries of Agriculture  upon submission of required documentation (called a “LBx”)
prior to import.  Those permits were required at the border together with the relevant health certificates, e.g. phyto-sanitary or veterinary certificate.

Now, the national-level Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations (MOFTER) issues
the final import permits based on prior approval from an Entity’s Minister of Agriculture
(designated “D", meaning licensed imports, Annex I). This is in accordance with the Law on
Foreign Trade (BiH Official Gazette # 1/97).

Actually, the procedure for receiving approval from the Entity Ministries of Agriculture is the same with importers obtaining approvals instead
of import permits. After the Entity Ministry of Agriculture provide their technical opinion and approves the import, MOFTER issues a final
import permit. Therefore, the import procedure has become more timely and costly. However, this is part of overall efforts to transfer the
foreign trade competencies to a higher/national level, to keep track on imported and exported commodities and generally to create a single
economic space in the country. 

Approvals for Import of Seeds and Planting Material:
The approval must be obtained from the Entities Ministries of Agriculture:

For the Federation of  BiH 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and Forestry
Phytosanitary Department
Titova 15
71 000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Contact person: Hasena Rovcanin
Tel. +387 33 261 930
Fax: +387 33 206 638

For the Republika Srpska
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 
Phytosanitary Department
Miloša ObiliÉa 51
76300 Bijeljina
Contact person: Aleksandra Popovic
Tel: +387 55 201 854
Fax: +387 55 210 353
http://www.vladars.net/lt/min/mps.html
E-mail: mps@mps.vladars.net
The cost is 50 KM ($ 27,47) and the procedure last for approximately 5 days.
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Approvals for Import of Live Animals for Reproduction and Reproduction Materials

For the Federation of  BiH 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management and Forestry
Department of Agriculture, contact person Tina Sikic, Tel +387 33 218 402
Veterinary Department, contact person Jasna Bradic Tel +387 33 217 242
Titova 15
71 000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Fax: +387 33 206 638

For the Republika Srpska
RS Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management
Veterinary Department
Miloša ObiliÉa 51
76300 Bijeljina
Contact person: Vesna Karan
Tel: +387 55 211 536
Fax: +387 55 210 353
http://www.vladars.net/lt/min/mps.html
E-mail: mps@mps.vladars.net
The cost is 50 KM ($27,47) and procedure last for less than 7 days.

Final import permits

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations:
Musala 9
71000 Sarajevo 
Contact person: Marijo Perc
Tel. +387 33 663 863 (ext. 239)
Fax: +387 33 220 546
E-mail: perc@bih.net.ba

Documents that must be submitted to MOFTER for the final import permit: 
1. Request (Form available from the Ministry, BiH Official Gazette 41/02)
2. Specification of commodities including HS numbers and quantities
3. Copy of pro-form invoice 
4. Approval from the Entity Ministry of Agriculture 
5. Fee/tax of 5 KM ($2,74) paid for submission of the request and 15 KM ($ 8,24)for processing of the request.
Requests are processed in 10 days maximum.

Exchange rate on 01/23/03: 1 KM = $1,82

Annex I: List of commodities with HS numbers that require an import license from the MOFTER (in Bosnian)
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